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Street Car Reorganization
Proposal of Commissioner Has
Promising Outlook.

Merger of the Capital Tractiom
Company and the Washington Rall-
way Company looked more promis-
jng today than éver before. Mem-
bers of the Public UMlities Commis-
slon belleve that the bill sent by
lt:ln to Congress yesterday will be
t means of consolidating the two
rallway companies,

Despite the fact that the bill,

, may mean lower fare, the

{litles Commission today wenl
ahead with its investigations of the

ks of the Washington Rallway

mpany and announced “that the ap-
peal to Congress would not delay any
action of the commission im consid-
ering the request of the W. K. and
E, for an increase in fare.

W. R, and E. Head Fleased.

Willlam F. Ham, president of the
W. R. and E., returned today from a
convention of the American Rallway
Assoclation, and expressed gratifica-
tilon upon learning of the commlis-
slon's request to Congress that the
method of taxation be changed and
the company be relleved of the bur-
den of paying the salaries of cross-
ing policemen. He stated that near-
Iy $300,000 a year would be saved
the company if the new bill is passed.

Theres was no statement forthcom-
ing today from elther rallway com-
pany on the merger proposition. Of-
fleials of the two rallway companies
today are studying the commlisgion's
bill. President Ham this morning had
not read the bill, while George E.
Hamilton, president of the Capital
Traction Company, could not be
reached in hid offices today.

Public Hearing Coming.
As soon as the commission’s inves-

“tigation of the books of the W, R. and

B. are completed it is expected a date
for a public hearing on higher fare
will be set. President Ham says that
his company will further urge imme-
diate action if tha commission showed
an inclination to postpone action.

“We are facing a seriotis problem.”
sald Mr. Ham, “and we must have re-
Uef immediately.”

It was made clear today that the
consolidation “bill of the Commis-
sloners would not force a merger of
the two rallway companies. There
was much speculation today as to
how the commission expected to
bring about a merger, when they only
asked for Congressional action au-
thorizing a consolidation. District of-
flglals seem confident that, if the bill
is passed. a consolidation will follow
in a comparatively short time. .

The officials of the W, R. & E. have
stated time and again that a merger
which would insure justice to secur-
ity holders tas approved by that
company, but there was no statement
as to the present consolidation bill.

The W. R. & E, Is net considering
petitioning the Public Service Com-
mission of Marylan dfor an Ingrease
in fare in Maryland, President Ham
said today.

BOY PLEADS NOT GUILTY
TO SLAYING TWO MEN

John McHenry, 19, Fates Judge
Stafford Charged With
Death of Two:

Indicted for murder in the first
degree in connection with jthe death,
December 14, last, of lace W.
Mulcare, proprietor of an automobile
accessory shop at 1222 Fourteenth
street northwest, whom he is alleged
to have shot, John McHenry, nine-
teen years old, today entered a plea
of not gullty before Justice Stafford,
presiding in Criminal Court No. 2.

The young prisoner also pleadea
not fity to a charge of murder In
the frst degree in connection with
the death, December 20, of Detective
Sergeant James 1. Armstrong, who,
the indictment charges, McHenry shot
Degember 14 at the Union Station
as the former attempted to arrest

accused, McHenry being with-

means to employ council, Justice
Stafford assigned Attorney Samuel
MeC. Hawken to the case.

On the evening of December 14
MecHenry, it is charged, entered Mul-
care's store and leveling his plstel
at the latter, demanded money. Mul-
card went to the cash register, and
took a revolver, according to McHen-
ry's tale to the police, and drew a
gun and fired three times,

McHenry said he ducked behinAd the
cash rogister and fired at Mulcare,
killing him, after which he rifled his
pockets and took hils money.

McHenry then went to the Union
Btation Intending to leave the city.
Detective Sergeéeant Armstrong dis-
covered him at the ticket window,
He approached the accused to arrest
him when McHenry wounded him.
Armstrong died December 20,

SOVIET BOOK REMOVED
 FROM HOWARD LIBRARY

Senator Smoot's recent attack in the
Senate upon a baok in the Library
of Howard Univeraity entitled, the
Senator sald, “Seventy-8ix Questions
and Anawers on Bolshevism and the
Soviets,” by Albert Rhys Willlams
haa had its intended effect despite the
fact that the Utah Solon was miala
formed concorning some of the facts
in the case.

Investigation yesterday by Dr. J.
Stanley Durkee, presldent of the in-
stitution, revealed that the work re.

ferred to was a forty-elpht-paco
pamphiet entitled “Bolshevika and
Soviets,” two cop'es of which were

in the university library.

These books were sent to the In-
stitution, Dr. Durkee ‘exp'ained, at
a time when Bolsheviem was In an
embryo state and when the peopls
wera much interested in elucidative
literature on the subject. Since tha
books ware catalogusd each has bhean
taken from the library but once,

After a perusal of the work, e
DPurkes stated that it shou'!d be snp-
pressed bv the Government, and that
the university's coples would be im-

medistely withdrawn from the Lhibrary, |wrge the passage of Lhe law,

HIGHER PHONE

|

RATES SOUGHT

Chesapeake and Potomac Com-
pany to Make Formal Appli-
cation in Near Future.

A E. Berry, president of the Chesa~
prakie and Potomac Telephone Com-
pany, today officlally announced that
the company would ask the PFuble
Utilities Commission for an increaso
in rutes f telephope service withic a
shaort time,

Yresident Derry sald today Liae
compeny has not yet determined what
increase 1 rates will be sufficient for
it to earn u falr return.

The oMicial statement follows:

“{'m November 8, 1018, the Chesa-
peake and Potomac Telephone <Cun-
pany pregenied evidence to the Pub-
lle Uti'ities Commission of the Dis-
trict of Celumbia showing that s the

presen: ruies It is not earning o re-
turn vprou the falr value of Its prop-
erty ag fixce by the commigsion. ‘1he

company siated that at this time it ls
not in & position to determine what
rates arc sufficient to enable 't o
earn ¢ fair yeturn fhpon that vaius,
and will not bg able to do so untyl
it haes ascertained what proportion of
the capital expenditures LLat hnvn'
been made in the last two Years
should properly be allocated to the
speclal needs of the Federal Govern.
ment in comnection with it war ac-
tivities and what reimbursement the
Government will make for extraordl.
nary expenses incident to the opera-
tion of the svstem in the District of
olumbia during the war period.
“When the company has arrived at
conclusions on the above-mentioned
questions, It will make ita applica-
tion to the Public Utilities Commis-
slon for such relief as Is necessary.”

BOOM CONGRESSMAN'S
' SECRETARY FOR BENCH

New Jersey Delegation Backs John
J. O'Brien for Municipal
Judge.

The name of John J. O'Brien, of
New DBrumswick, N. J.,, was put for-
ward today by the New Jersey dele-
gatlon in Congress for municlpal
judge in the District of Columbia, to
succeed Judge M, H. Strasburger, re-
signed.

Mr. O'Brien is a Democrat, and is
private secretary to Congregsman
Thomas J. Scully of New Jersey. He
has held this office since Mr. Scully
began his service in the House, in
1910,

ongressman Reardon of New York,
dn intimate friend of Mr. O'Brien, is
working in his behalf.

During President Wilson's prelim-
inary campalgn Iin New Jersey, In
1912, Mr. O'Brien took a leading part.

Mr, O'Brien is a graduate of George-
town University Law School.

NORRIS PUSHES GREAT
FALLS WATER PROJECT

Senator Norris of Nebraska ha=x
taken up the fight in the Senate for
the Great Falls waterpower develop-
ment.

Construction of a Great Falls pow-
er plant, not to exceed $25,000,000 in
cost, is proposed by Senator Norris
in an amendment offered to the wa-
terpower development: bill. .

His amendment wlill receive the
support of those Senators who advo-
cate the development of hydro-elec-
tric power at Great Falls capable ot
furnishing all the electrical needs of
the District, of Columbia. Lined up
against this faction are those who
support the proposed investigation
of all the water supplies of the Dis-
trict and suburbs adjacent to the Dls-
trict.

It is mot believed the Senate will
vote for the Norrls amendment at
this time. While it has strong sup-
peort, the question of waterpower de-
velopment for the Natlonal Capital
Is one now before the Senate Distriet
Com.ittee. The Senate probably will
walt until the District Committee
makes its report on the subject.

HOUSEKEEPERS TO PLAN
CAMPAIGN T0 CUT H.C.L

The Housekeepers' Alllance, of the
Ditsrict of Columbia, will meet in
the ballroom of the Lafayette Hote!l,
Friday morning, at 11 o'clock. Al
housekeepers in the city are urged
to attend, The object I8 to discuss
and consider ways and means of re-
ducing the high cost of living.

Mrs. R. G, Hoose will presides, and
the meeting will first take up the
question of home service, which in-
cludes wage scales, hours of service,
and the general efficiency of house
hold employes. The alliance plans to
hold successive meetings to discua:
other problems that present them-
selves. “That Washington May Live"
Is the alogan of the mectings,

An Informal luncheon will be glven
after the meesting.

SAFETY FIRST SOCIETY
URGES TRAFFIC COURT

Resolutions wore unanimously
adopted to urge Congress to pass the
necespary legisiation creating a traf-
fie court In the Distriet of Columblia,
by the Washington Safety First As-
rociation, at a meeting held in the
Publle Library last night.

Dr. L. D. Walter, first yice presi-
dent of the organization] declared
that many business men of this city
had ealled hie attention to the neces-
sity of such a court In order to expe.
dite the trying of many violators of
traffic regulations, In mMany casen
causing fatal accidents. Dr. Walter
Introduced the resolution,

The resolution authorized the pres.
ident of the association to appoint a
rpecial committee to call on Benator
Eherman, of Lhe Eenate District Com
mitter, and Congresaman Mapes, of
| the House Distriet Committee, to
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in Justice Gould’s court, just twenty
Wu
still protests his innocence,

one of the three members of the

minutes to reach a verdict that Ziang Sung Wan, young Chinese stu
Chinese Educational Mission found slain January last. Wan colla

NEWP.STATION
FORBRGHTHOOD

First Floor of Masonic Temple
Now Being Built Wil
Be Office.

One of the finest postoffice rub-
stations in the District will be housed
in the new $§100,000 Masonic Temple,
which {8 now belng erected at Geor:
gia and Colorado avenues.

This report was brought Lo the
members of the Brightwood Citizens’
Assoclation last night by Elmer John-
son, chairman of the postoffice com-
mittee, and Charles W, Ray, prerident
of the assoclation, who had been
working many weeks toward obtain-
Ing - a postoffice substation for
Brightwoeod.

Plans of the new Masonic Temple
were preserted at the meeting by H.
8. Omohundro, chalrman of the bulld-
Ing committee of the lodge. The first
floor of the building will be arranged
to suit the needs of a modern post-
affice. This wlill be done at an ad-
ditlonal cost of $7.000. Thirty mall
earriers will operate from the new
substation.

Protest Statue’s Removak

A conmmittee of the association
which has been protesting against
the disposition of the Lincoln statue,
which formerly stood ir. front of the
courthouse, has been directed to
formulate ways and means by which
the statue may be re-erected on the
site of old Fort Stevens, where Lin-
coln was under fire during the civil
war.

The removal of the statue to any
Western State was strongly opposed
by many of the members of the asso-
clation.

It was reported last night that
committees of the Willlam B. Cushing
Camp, No. 30, Sons of Veterans, and
the Grand Army have been appointed
to collaborate with the Brightwood
committee in having the Lincoln
statue placed on the site of Forl
Stevens.

A resolution was presented by E.
M. Cleary and adopted, that sufficient
approprigtion be made by Congress
tor the planting of pink oak trees
the entire length of Georgia avenue
to the District Line, to take the place
of the trees mow there. 1L was sald
hat uniform trees along Georgla ave-
nue would beautify the thorough-
fare.

Favor School Betterment.

The assoclation went on record as
tavoring the five recommendations of
the citizen's school.betterment com-
mittee.

Charles W. Ray, president of the
assoalation, sald that he had been In
touch with the officials of the Capl-
al Traction Company in an effort to
obtain better service on the Takoma
line.

He s=aid the officials of the com-
pany fully realized the need of bet-
er service on that line, and that
‘teps might be taken to put on ex-
press cars.

W, H. Labofish was elected finan
*lal secretary of the assoclation last
night. W. E. Humphreys was admit
ted to membership.

ELKS ENLST TO HELP '
ACTORS’ MEMORIAL DAY

Actors’ memorial day has secured
8 its latest assiatant, the Benevo'en:
ind Protective Order of Elks, It war
innounced today.

Willilam 1. Evans, exalted ruler of
7 P. O, E, No. 15, sald: “I think it
1tting that the Washington Lodge of
@ks should help the movement, Inas-
nuch as the order was started b,
wotors,” continued Mr. Evans, Actors’
memorial day services will be held
here on the afternoon of January 27

Charles W, Darr, head of the speak-
srg' bureau for the campalgn, and
Tarl Godwin, secretary of the execu-
ive committee, have been invited to
1ddreas the lodge and explain the
vork Wednesday evening, when 180
candidates are to be Initiated,

Breaking the glass in the back door
of the store of Isadora Rosendorf, a
furrler at 9254 G street northwest,
sarly yesterday, thieves ransacked the
store and cartled off a number of fur
pleces valued at $2,043,

The robbery, the police were told
was committed between 8 o'cloeck
Thursaday night and yesterday morn-
Ing. Included In the list of stolen
furs were five muakrat coats, valued
At $1.250; mixty muskrat akins, valued
at $2330, and five fur coals, valued at

bLad0

Van, Brother of Doomed
Chinese, to Be Tried For
Forgery, States Laskey

United BStates District., Attorney
John E, Laskey today announced that
withh the conviction of Ziang Sung
Wan, Chinese student, for the pre-
meéditated murder of Ben Sen Wu
one of the thres membera of the
Chinese Educational Misasion who
were found slain last January, Tsong
Ing Van, brother of the Chinese who
is doomed to dle on Lhe gallows, will
be speedily brought to irial on the
charge of
wart hisse=s check.

Van, who dally loitered about the
courthouse during the time his
brother was on trial and who was a
witnesa for the defendant, |s charged
with having altemptled to have cashed
the $5,000 check, bearing the forged
vignature of Dr. Theodore T. Wong,
which was the telltale evidence upon
which Wan was convicted, and which
was presented at the Riggs Natlonal
Bank on Japuary 20, the day after
the Chinese educators were slain.

Admits Offering Cheek,

In testifying for the defendant, Van
ad.nitted presenting the check at the
bank, but,declared |t had been glven
in an envelope by a Chinesc named
T. P. Wang, whom he had never
s¢en before and whp had suggested
he take it to the bank as he (Wang)
could not gpeak Englich well,

The prosecution proved to the sat-
'sfaction of the jury that this Wang
vas a fictitiotis individual and that in
reality it was Wan who had given
him the check and accompanied the
defendant to the bank.

In his closing argument, District
Attorney Laskey told the jury that
‘It 1t did not believe Wan accompan-
ed Van to the bank when an at-
.empt was made to cash the check for
0,000, bearing Dr. Wong's forged
signation, the Government does not
wvant you to convict the defendant.

To Flle for New Trial,

Altorney James A. O’'Shea, chiefl
rounsel for Wan, today stated that
1e would file a motion for a new trial
for Wan on Monday, 1If the plea is
1ot granted, Justice Gould will sen
ence the Chinese student to be hang-
*d at tho District jall for the erime
for which the Chinese student has
leclared his innocen :e,

Except on the occasion when he
sroke down and sobbed on the wit-
ees stand at the mention of the
name of Dr. Wong, who had been his
‘rlend and benefactor, Wan remainvd
An enigma, showing no apparent emo
tion until he heard the foreman ol
he jJury, John E. Shelton, pronounce
hat he was “gullty as indicated.”

For a moment he stood stoically
inder the verdict of the twelve jur-
'r8, but suddenly collapsed and fell in
« heap to hls chalr and burst into
ears,

Laskey Persistent.

In closing the Government case,
Jistrict Attorney Laskey mercilessly
g Into every minute detail of every

ncident connected with the erime
vith pitilees persistency, and all
hrough (he denouncement, Wan re-

nalned the same Oriental that he is,
he same enigmatic Chinaman, the
ame Incomprehensible Christian
convert,

This proved one of
factors in the trial, many belleving
his stole attitude would cause a
oubt of guilt of the defendant.

But District Attorney Laskey point-
ad out that if Wan was Innocent he
had ample opportunity to tell of his
movements on the night and days
following the triple erime. But it was
proven that both brothers had led
wind made ineriminating statements
from the moment that they were
questioned,

Denial Proves Evidenee,

The most powerful bit of evidence
was the denial of Van that he had
ever been to Washington, except on
February 3, when brought hersa by
Detective Sergeant: Hdward J. Kelly.
having been here, despite the fact that

the puzzling

having been here, despite th fact that
he had been identified by officials of
the Riggs National Bank as having

preosented the forged check for $5,000
at that Ainancial institution.

Later on Van admitted he was In
Washington on the night the mem-
bers of the educational mission had
been slain, and that he took the check
to the bank. And further Van ad-
mitted that his brother accompanie’
him to the bank, réemalning In an
automobile when he (Van) went in
the bank to get the money.

Expected His Freedom,

Wan fully expected to be freed by
the jury. He belleved his lawyers had
ably defended him and proved h's
'nnocence 1o the satiafaction of the
Jury. He had arranged at the jall
yesterday morning to have his things
packed so he could leave Washing-
ton forever. He did not figure on a
conviction,

Put |t teok the jury only a few
minutes to bring a werdict that he

forgery and uttering a

was gullty and that he should hang
on the gallows for the crime. The
Jury was convingced that Wan not only
killed Wu, but that he lay In walt In
the mission house and shot and killed
each of the mission membgrs as the
came Into the housc.

The Government's contention was
that Wan was without funds; that he
had received $2,000 in, April, 1018,
from his mothey in Shanghai, China
for educational purposes. lie used
Live money to operate a moving ple-
ture theater in Brooklyn, N. Y.

He dared not write his mother of
his financial propositiof which robbed
him of his bank accouni, so figured
obtaining money from the mission
funde. MHe feared asking Dr. Wong
for the money-—to tell of his misuse
of the 22,000 which the director of
the migsion knew he had received for
educational purposes. 8o he care-
fully planned the robbery,

Laskey's Summary.

“Wan,” said District Attorney Las-
key, “secreted himsell in the base
ment of the mission house on th
night of January 29‘ and after Wi
had come in and changed hig shoes
killed him when he entered Lthe base
men* to look after the furnace.

“Later, C, H. Hsle, under secrotary
of the mission, arrived and, finding
Wu's shoes In hls room, went to the
basement to find him. He, too, was
gshot down in cold blood. Later Dr.
Wong came in, and he, too, was shot
down,

“The cheeclc was forged, and Wan
jolned his brother on Ninth street,
later going to the Harris Hotel. The
next day Wan gave the check to Van
and told him to get It cashed. Fall-
ing to get the money, the brothers
hurried to New York, Wan destroying
the check by throwing it away In the
wash room of the train.”

| PLEADS NOT GUILTY

TO KILLING EMPLOYER

Willilam Taylor, colored, indicted
for murder in the first degree in
connection with the death October 15,
Ilast, of Willlam McKee Bentzell,
thirty-five vears old, 1326 B street
southeast, entered 'a plea of not gullty
today before Justice Gould, presiding
in Criminal Court No, 1. It i= al-
leged that Taylor assaulted Bentzell,
5y whom he was employed, by strik-
ing him over the head with an iron
bar. According to the police of the
?ifth preecinct, Bentzell had employ-
‘d the colored man as a driver of a
truck, and that the latter falled to
seturn the vehicle at the time he was
ordered. An argument followed and
the negro struck Bentzell with the
Iron bar; death resulting the follow-
Ing day, it is said,

Charles Monroe, colored, pleading
tullty to assault with a dangerous
veapon July 4, last, upon John Dud-
ey, was sentenced by Justice Gould t
wo years and egix months in the peni-
entiary. William Johreon colored
pceived three years in the peniten.
'ary for general larceny In connec
lon. with =tealing a lot of clothe
‘ctober 4, last, from Harry Abram-

30Y AND WOMAN HURT
BY AUTOMOBILES HERE

While crossing at Fourtesnth and
Jelmont streets northwest yesterday
afternoon, Richard Finn, six years
id, of 2532 Twelfth street northwesr,
was knocked down by an automobile,
«ald by the polica Lo have been oper-
ated by A. W. Day, 2014 North Capita’
street. Finn wae taken to George
Wwashington University Hosapital.

Mrs. Anna . Mahoney, forty-two
vears gld, of 1603 Rhode Island ave
nue northaast, was taken to Cuo-
ualty Hospital yesterday, #iffering
‘rom & Iractured leg and bruises re
pelved when she was struck by an
automobile at Sixteenth street ani
Rhode Island avenue .northeast,

WOULD ANNUL MARRIAGE.

Annulment of his marriage, Febru-
ary 28, 1009, at Baltimore, to Ida V
Ummons, |8 requested In a sult Aled
‘oday in the Distriet Supreme Court
by Horace J, Sim nons, who alleges
that she was of unsound mind when
‘he ceremony was performed, but that
1@ was not aware of It

Bimmons, represented by Attorney
Jus A, Schuldty, allaged that defend-
ant was adjudged August 20, 1908, tn
“e of unsound mind and that he en-
tered Into & marriage contract with
“wear while she was out on parole from
41, Elizabbth’'s Hospital, of which in-
stitution ehe |8 a patient. There are
no

SCHOOL EMPLOYES
MAY GET RAISE

Janitors and Clerks Included in
Proposed Bill to Increase
Teachers’ Pay. l

Clerks and janitors in the public
schools will be included in the bill, to
be drafted and sent to Congress with-
in a week. which provides for an in-
crease in salaries for school teachers,
it was learned today.

There is aiso a possibllity that the
bill, when IL goes to Congress, will be
retroactive until July 1, 1918, and If
so0, will mean many extra deollars for,
the pockets of the school employea.

Will Take $1,000,000.

It was estimated that it would take
more than $1,000,000 extra to providé
for Lthe suggested increass in salaries.

Ernest L. Thurston, superintendent

of schools, was in conference today
with Stephen E. Kramer, assistant
superintendent of schools, and R. O.
Vilmarth, chief accountant of the
schools, in an effort to set a salary
cale. These men, with Daniel J.
Jonovan, District auditor, have been
ramed to draft a bill providing for
the increase.

A copy of a proposed list of sal-
aries was given to Willlam Eynon,
chalirnan of the salaries commiltee
of the National Capital School Bet-
terment Council. This committee will
meetL early next week to discuss the
ralses embodied in this propozed list
of wages.

Umion To Ald Moyr.

The Federal Employes' Union voted
Inst night to become a part of the
National Capital School Betterment
Council. The union pledged itself to
support the five objects of the coun-
eil, which is striving to obtain high-
er pay for teachers, more Leachers,
retirement law for teachers, more
schools and & separate financial de-
partment Im the schools.

The school committee of the union
was given instructions to co-operate
to every extent with the campalgn
of the council to improve school con-
ditions in Washington.

Four essential planks were added
by the union to the platform of the
school betterment council, They were:
Adequately trained teachers, ade-
quate supervision of teachers' work,
uniforn salary grading, regardless of
age of the pupll taught, and the fair
and adequate consideration of any
vital issue which may be presented
by the Board of Education looking to-
ward efliclency apd progress in the
schools.

NAVY BUREAU TO DROP
ABOUT 100 BY JULY 1

e ———

Reduction of approximately 100
‘ivillan and clerical emploves of the
Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of
he Navy are to be made between now
and July 1, it was announced today,

It is not expected that these em-
ployes will be peremptorily dropped,
)ut that many, If not all, of them will
‘eslgn. It was pointed out this morn-
ng that since the ending of the war
174 of the civillan employes have quit
their jobs and returned to their
lomes In other cities after helping
heir Government win the war. Most
[ these employes were women, It
vill be the alm of the bureau to bringy
‘ts force down to normal, about 450
‘mployes, by July 1,

COURT-MARTIAL TO TRY
SOLDIER FOR SLAYING

A court marital will be convened
early next week for the trial of Pri-
vate John H. Tant, of Walter Reed
Hosplital, who fatally wounded Pri-
vate Edward F. Thaller, by stabbing
him In the abdomen with a bayonet,
Thusrday afternoon, during an alter-
catlon at the post

Thaller, a prisoner, was stabbed, it
ie said following an attempt to wrench
a rifle from the hands of Tant, who
was on eentry duty., Both men have
“een stationed In Washington for
several months,

Andréew Thaller, a brother of the
Aeceased arrived In Washington last
night, in response to a telegram sent
by officers at the post.

WIFE ALLEGES DESERTION.

Alleging misconduct, desertion, and
nonsupport, Mra. Helen Shawn today
filed suit In the Distriet Buprime
Mourt against Lester G, Shawn, for
absolute divorce and alimony Trev
were married October 26, 1900, In this
city, and have no children. Attorney

R. M. McNelll appears for Mra. Shafo.

tion

May Slash

A8

To Bring

pr——

Selars

bout Equality

The present salaries of many Government employes will
be reduced as the result of probable recommendations to

Congress by the joint commission on

salaries.

reclassification of

 Buch action was strongly indicated this morning when
it was learned that the commission is considering at great
length the question of inequalities in salaries paid for the

same class of work.

Commissioners Divided.

It was stated today that the com-
missioners are divided on this lssue.
They realise the delicateness of cul-
ting salaries in this day of high cost
of living, when everyone |s demand-
Ing more money,

Yet, there are others on the com
mission whe feel that facts gathered
through exhaustive investigations
warrant & reduction of scme salaries.

There is every possibllity that this
latter opimlen will prevall when
final recommendsations are drawn up,
because It I8 known that the com-
mission’s policy in arriving at con-
clupions are facte. The commission
belleves that any attack which may
be made upon |ts report in Congress
can be defended by facts.

100 Per Cent More Pay,

And the commission is in possession
of facts which show that for the same
grade of work some Government;em-
ployes are recsiving as much as 100
per cent more than other employes.

One member of the commission
stated today that if the findings of
the commission are to be “regular,”
there must unquestionably be a rec-
emmendation Lo reduce some salarles.

[
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He indicated that if this Is not dene
the maximum and minimum set for
salaries will be meaningless

At present some salaries are being
paid which are so far in excess of any
maximum !lru which the commlis-
slon might fix that they are oul of
the question,

Find Glaring Incqualitics.

hen the work of the commission
ts completed, specifications will cleas
ly outline the dyties of each position,
together with mimimum and maxi-
mum salaries. As an example, the
maximum for certaln clerical work
might be §1,400.
, It any employes recelve $1,800 or
$1.800 for this grade of work which
will call for only $1.400, the only
conclusion s that there must be a
reduction, It was declaréed by officiala
Loday.

Glaring inequalities in salaries has
been one of the big features of the
commission’s Investigations, Figures
have made these Inequalities stand
out so prominently that there Is no
de %t as to their correctness, and as
h®_ommissioners are carefully welgh-
ing cach fact they are face to face
with a problem difficult of solution.

URGEPUBLIC REPORT
ON MEAT PIRATES

Fair Price Committee Wants
Names of Butchers Ignoring
Official Lists.

Following the issuance last night
by the fair price commlittee of lists
giving the falr margins of profit on
the sale of certain classes of meats
all customers are requested to report
merchants whoe they think have
charged above the fair margins al-
lowed by the committee on these

goods,

Such violations, coming under the
Lever food control act, will be re
ported by the fair price committee to
the District Attorney to be placed by
him before the grand jury for such
action as fhat body deems appropri-
ate,

Investigators for the fair price
ccmmittee are today at work collect-
ing evidence on cases of violations of
the falr price margins on meats and
milk.

The sugar situation in the Districs
wasa reported to be approaching nor-
mal teday with a large number of
shipments in the hands of local mer-
chants, and more on the way.

“] feel that the sugar shortage is
definitely over, for the present, at
least,” sald E. D. Atkinson, executive
secretary of the fair price commit-
tee, today. “Two of the largest chain
grocery concerns have lifted restric-
.lons and others are getting an ade-
quate supply.”

FLU TOOK HEAVY TOLL
IN SOCIETY ISLANDS

Bad as were the ravages of influ-
erza in civilized lands, the disease
probably was more deadly in the So-
clety Islands than anywhere else in
the world except among the Alaskan
Esgkimo, according to Prof. Henry E.
Crampton, who addressed members of
the National Geographical Soclety
yesterday afternoon and last even
ing at the New Masonic Teample.

It resulted in all but wiping out
one of the most Interesting of primi-
tive peoples who have attracted not
only the attention of sclentists, but
who have besn extolled by travelers
aver since the early explorations of
Capt, James Cook for the beauty of
thelr women.

Great Intarest has céntered in these
people, the speaker ctated, because
thelr dances and thelr music afford
a means of studying the earliest de-
velopment of these arts. Their
dances show clearly how they grew
from the fireslde narratives of hun-
ters, who, In the enthusiasm of story

| telling, would imitate the postures of

the animals théy pursued., Their ver-
bal description also assumed differ-
ent keys and became rhythmie, hence
the beginnings of music from this
simple relative.

BOY, 11, BADLY BURNED
PLAYING NEAR BONFIRE

John Blum, eleven years old, of 39
Tidrida ayenus northeast, was burned
sevarely about the body last night
when his clothing became ignited
while playing near a fire on A vacant
lot near hizs home. He was taken to
Casunlty Hospital,

An overheated stove in tha Bathle-
hem Baptist Church, Nichols avenue
and Howard road southeast, caused a
fire late yesterday afternoon. Dam-
age was ecstimated at $28,

Fire, cansed by spontansous com-
bustion, was dfecovered yeaterday in
the Bureau of Mines, on the American
University grounds, Gas causad by
intermingimg of Acids, foreed Aremen
to don gas maasks to fight the blaze.

ASK FUNDS TOKEEP
JOBS BUREAL GOING

Welfare Groups Pledge $12,000
For the Support of
Service.

A plea will be made to all eitize

of the District to contribute funds
for the Citizens’ Free Employment
Service. successor to the Federal
ployment Bureau maintained by the
Department of Labor at 1410 Penn-
sylvania avenue northwest, as the
result of action taken at a meeting
of representatives of the various
local welfare organizations which are
supporting the gervice, in the board
room of the District Bullding yes-
terday afternoon.

It was pointed out that, since the
failure of Congress to grant appro-
priations for the continuance of the
service, it had been supported en-

tirely at the expense of local welfare
organizations. This service has
grown to such an extent that its con-
tinuance is Imposing a severe strain
on the welfare organizations, and for
this reason the public will be ap-
pealed to to assist te a cerfain extent
In its support.

At yesterday's meeting the repre-
sentatives of the welfare groups
pledged a total of $12,000 for the sup-
port of the service, and Commissioner
Brownlow, who presided at the meet-
ing, was authorized to appoint a
committee on finance and 3z loeal
treasurer to take charge of the col-
lectlon and disbursing of funds for
the maintenance and extension of the
service. ’

The ‘statement was made that
throughout the country many thou-
sands of cities and towns are flnanc-
Ing their own employmént bureaus
for returned service men.

The representatives of the co-oper-
ating organizations agreed to eir-
cularize their memberships in order
to secure and report facts about ex-
Isting vacancies to the office at 1410
Pennsylvania avenue,

MORE SKATING TOMORROW.

lce Skating will be resumed at the
Tidal Basin tomorrow morning unless
there is an unusual thawing of the
ice this afternoon, It was announced
at the office of the Superintendent of
Public Bulldings and Grounds.

The ice in the center of the basin
Is more tha nfour Inches thjck, and
if the cold weather continlies, the
basin wlill be in good shape for skat-
Iing for the next several days.
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ALL THIS WEEK
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THE SPEEDY STITCHER

You can mend harness
shoss, tents, awnin pulley
belte, carpetn, saddies, sult-
cases of any heavy material
Regular prics, §1.00. Special
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